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2. PHONETICS

I SOUNDS
Every language is made up of articulating sounds.
In Tamil these sounds are classified into primary and
* pecondary.

1. Primary Sounds

The primary sounds are divided into vowels and
consenants. The vowels are pnamed as life (2-uir)
" and the consonants as body. (@wi) The junetion of
vowel and consonant is named as animated. body-.
(eu7@wei’) The Tamil grammarians thought that
the consonant without vowel is like the body with
out life, This namings show the philosophical mind
of the ancient Tamils.

VOWELS
Back, Central F'ront.
- Opeao. (2) @ (a) (1) = (a)
Half open et () 8 (e:) & (3] @ [i] [i:] = [4]
. 9 g [ai]
Close 5 o [u] 6 e [u:]
Half close 10 (0),5 11 (0:) @ 12 gar [ou

| The numbers indicate the serial order in the
alphabet. Even at the time of Tholkappiyar there were
twelve sounds, five short vowels and seven long vowels
a8 shown above. @& and gar are diphthongs or com-
bination sounds, g can be made either by -« and @ or.
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< and &, @w can be produced either by -« and
e. or by wand & Yet they are represented in the
alphabet by separate single characters® The Bystem
of vowel sounds was wall devoloped even before the
4th century B, C. (the time of Tholkappiyar)

Regarding s Dr. Qaldwell 8ays that eer is not
really a part of any of the Dravidian languages and
it bas been placed in the alphabet solely in imitaion
of Sanskrit (comparative Grammar page 136). It
8eems that this is not correct for there are many pure
Tamil words which commence with asr. Dr. P 8.8, Sastri
8ays that the sanskrit T  Was once pronounced as
&% e and o ex and it is now pronounced as - 2. (an)

owing o the influence of Tamil (dp Guoriyl mre
Page 41.)

All the twelve sounds are being represented by

Beparate characters in the Tamil alphabet from the
pre-Aryan Period, '

Each short sound is allowed one unit of time ang
each long sound, two units of time (unit of time: time

of the twinkling of the eye or of tha rubbiog of the
thumb with middle finger).?

Consonants,

Hard. Soft. Medial,
Gutturals s (K) = (N) w (Y) :
Palatels, #le] 2 (r) @ (o) (n) « [R]s 1 (zh)
Linguals. - (d) =r (D) . (Deer (1)
Dentals. & th % (n)
Labials. 1 (p) o (m)
Labio-dental. : a (y)

le  sawenflans Qwrig.usr Hal'la or & Geor (Qzrav)
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Consonants: Tholkapiyar says thab there are

iohteen consonants, They are ﬂlﬂ.aaiﬁac:l HE! T,;ﬁT;&:; .
ihg above table. In the spoken langnage, the ;1 Mt
[mﬂutas] letters &, =, ., &, s when preceded by ;
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respective nasals, become g. ], d, db, d ~.

& When it comes alove in the n_iliddla of & dwn]:;ﬂ
word as in = and when 16 18 preceded Dby

‘ b
& a8 in e7¢@ is pronounced 88

¢ word in
# When it comes alone in the end ni 9, jeis i
@ and when it i8 preceded by co a8

it is pronounced as 8.

.. when donbled it is pronounced as & (#=1-) .
v when preceded by < 1t 18 pronounced as (e

it in th

So there are ten more additional Eﬂun%a n;ri::l ;U:

spoken tongue. Including these lq aﬂuuds,huiu 4
sesses 28 consonantal sounds, which ares

under in & tablee

L SONOROUS
e SONOEOUS DNE}OI:I Bpirants

Stops

sa.;'z:.:1 Liquﬂia| Nasals Ivhiua!an‘ voiced |Voiceless| ?nicﬂ;
\ els : o f) a (V
T LD P) Lotd (b) L.n‘(
Liabials Tl Tl - s(db)l=(s) L
@ (th) | &5(db)=(8) ¢
Dentals e (r,]) :r (231* ':zﬂ)) s () | # (8h) o(zh)
Palatals i | s | Kb
: & .' YV lewre— (d) |
Lioguals BIr i L () low 5 (h)
Guattaral llJ'(S’I | i s (k) | = (g)] 285
l 2 —

o 18
Though there are 21 sounds, there aresgnlima
letters in the alphapet %0 represent themn.

e

le Lh'ilﬂ@, 5@31 '5535-“'@.- .I'_Hlli,_ﬂ,ﬂ‘ ,Jl;tbl.h
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letters' ‘represent more than one sound. W. H. Low
Baya ‘that'in a perfect or ideal alphabet we should have

one and only one symbol 'for ‘each’ gimple sound in the-
language:* [The English language page 34] So- tha"

Tamil alphabet - is' considered =~ defective by * some
DhilﬂlﬂgiBtB;

But ' Dr. Caidwell censidered the:system of
representing ‘more than one sound by a single
letter as a peeuliar law of convertibility of surds
and sonants and remarks that the Tamilian rule
which requires the same consonant to be pro-
nounced as k in one position and as g in another
. a8 t, th, p, in one position and as d, dh b in

another is not a mere dialectic peculiarity, the
gradual result of circumstances, or a modern

refinement invented by grammarians; but is essen-

tlally inberent in the language and has been a.

characteristic principle of it from the beginning.

Dr, P. S 8. Bastri disagrees with Dr. Cald-
well ‘and ‘says that such principle was not in
existence in ancient Tamil and there were no
such consonantal sounds as g, j, d, b for Thol-
kappiyar ‘had not mentioned about them in his
Grammar, According to Whitney, any language
that has mute closures (K.C.T.P.) will have also
the other related sonants and nasals: thus  the

presence of a P:in the alphabet implies also

that of a'b and anm and so on (Life and growth
of language pages 63—1)s Therefore it is to be
inferred that even the ancient Tamil possessed
sonants. Tamil grammarians omitted to mention
about them and to invent separate letters to

D

represent them in the alphabet for the meaning
of the word is not affected whether the sound
{a pronouneed either as a sonant. or as & 3‘{"‘1'
The word s¢5% may be promounced as Kanci or
as Kanji. The meaning is the same.

The central India Tamil (Telugu) and west
coust Tamil (Malayalam) invented seperate lattafs
to represent them, following the model of Sanskrit

In modern Tamil the sounds ja, sa, sha, ha,
are represented by the Grantba letters as &, v,
o2, a» respectively. The ‘sounds F and Z are re-
presented by new letters invented by th e_MadrasUm-
versity. Some Tamil news papers tried to repre-
sent d, b, by underlining ~ and wasu.

2. SECONDARY SOUNDS.

In the old Tamil; the aytham, Kurriyalu-
karam and EKurriyalikaram only were consldare‘d
as secondary sounds. In the middle Tamil,
Uyirmey, aytham, Vyir alabu, nrralahl? the
shortened i, u, ai, ou, m. aytham were cnnaqldered
as secondary sounds. In thc modern Tamil also

these ten are considered as secondary sounds.

3. THE POSITION OF THE sounNDS IN THE WORDS
AND THEIR CHANGES,

INITIAL VOWELS.

All the twelve vowels oeeur as initial letters
of the words.

8 () Dr. Caldwell sayg that a 18 the heav-
jest of all the simple vowels and therefore the

most liable to change apg it evinces a tendency
to be weakeuned into '@ (5) Tamil grammarians
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say that it is enough to open the mouth to
pronounce this letter. The words which have
this letter at the beginning are very numerous in
Tamil. It is changed into ‘e’ wvery rarely.
Ari () Eruga (Tel)
Narai Neriya (Tel)
In Banskrit Tatbhava words when following by-
the third varga. Tamilians pronounce as ‘e’

Gajam Gejam

Gangatheeram (engatheeram
‘Bometimes it is changed into () ai

Pasal Paisal (emuzav)

Manju Mainju (eo@ss)

2. (a) It is changed into e: (@) (go) aeru Tel.
(wrm@ensr) Vanginan Yenginen (Fan@eyar)

2. (i) It is changed into er (e) ilai (@%») elai (er%v
(92) idam (ere—tb) edam
QrEE irangu (erpi) eragu (Tel)

2. u is changed into (@) i Pul ya Pil 9
() 0 e.rsw Ural erev Oral
wps» Mudal Gurseé Modal (Tel)

‘ai’ is changed (&) a (#9) ayi Maithunan Machinan

Vaithiyan Veyithiyan
Medial Vowels

Except (2) 0o and (@or) ou,, all the vowels

conjoining with the consonants take place in

the middle of a word,

(#) a is changed into ai () before the
consonants (&, @he w.) |

Arasan (wyrssw) Araisan (gyevosser)

1

Ilanji (@»e58) Tlainji  (@%e58)
Arayan (9yrwer) Araiyan (Seswsr)

®. 1 is changed into a (w) Vayiru  Vayaru

e.. U ischanged into a () Muruda  Muradu

&. al is changed into e (¥) Kadaisi Kadesi

Final Vowaeals

All the vowels come in the end of words
(0.T.M.T;M.N.T.) et

But e (¢) comes in Uyiralabadai only as @ e

@evaar

It never conjoins with anv consonant in the
end of the word

s comes in the one letter word @Gsr only and

sor in the words Gar, @ uar.

2. 1, Changes into (&) (a) Urru (estpa)
Urra Tel. and () ai Pandu (vaw®) Pandai (e )
and (gp) ai changes into (a) o e (er) Talai Tala Tel.

Thinnai Thinna (Tel)
(Thinoa Tam)

In O.T. %' in Inri | @] is changed into ‘u* (@ear o)
In M. T."i" in anri [ 4] also is changed into ‘u’
[<jer ]

| Ini?ial consoniants, No consonant without
being Iollowed by a vowe] commences a word.

In old Tamil |4] k [4] th (5] n [<] p [2] m. followed



8

by twelve vowels ocourred as initial letters of
the words. &. Was followed by all the vowels

except & @ P.

But there are words such as gl FLolpUIL], FLLr
zaf)l 9 ete. which have & initial “letter.? = These
words are found even.in the  literature of the old

Tamil period. So, Thudicaikkilar A.Chidambaranar
gsays that the persons. who copied the sutrams
from book to book committed somse mistakes

when copying so. The sutram

Faré@eradluyd sy pEpT H D

DRGNS 6T SULD gps&r,@mﬁramf_ﬁu. \
is corrupted into
2 4

Fars@aredus  yaupBaprHE D
9, §g G@ar. eTEULD @osﬁr‘mmﬁmmr_@u.

1f we do not accept this view. Tt is to be
taken that these words which have & as initials
came into use after the time of Tholkapiyanar.
But during the Middle Tamil period # was followed
by all the vowels as now, as a result of borrowing

from sanskrit. [Nannul].

a [V] e}, o Gour, Gaur do not come as initial
sound of the words.

1. saré@arefuyn oapBapy p3p

961, GO GTIULD eLpaT D evEl SeB L (@ zrev)
9. &fly Foply, Flg, FOHE, Falg,

a:an‘:?, F&5By FL_oml—, Faroll, gel, &0D,

FHELl, FHENE, FLpSET Bl L FFND

Qb STl FLOLPS D D) (maar @ 50 ouQe0 BT ST e_EnT
Ligsn 49,
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w (y) It was followed by . only at the time
of Tholkappiyar. But during the time of Nan-
nular, the Middle Tamil period it was followed
by ),g; (varzrr) e (gyaib) eat (145:0) o (Buraw) ow (Quera
Lo -

These words are borrowed from Sanskrit. Ia
the Modern period u¥, ", @u, @w are used corrup-
tively in the place of @, =, er, & respoctively by
the studeuts and half literates,

@, In the Old Tamil period. it was followed by
g, o, o @raw, @@l Qerafse, ¢

In the Middle Tamil period it was followed

by <« also c:f. @50, and esosr which is derived
from Sanskrit wissr > susr.

-BUt a@wefl is @ Tamil word, meaning dog
which must have come into use after the time
of Thelkappiyars

_ Le These letters did not occur in the begin
ning ef the words in the old and middle periods.
Bo_me vowels must precede them. Cf: srwsr>@sr
tﬂfﬂf:* sﬂaf:m:ﬁ::-@ﬂeuwm But now they occur in the
beginnings of the words, discarding the vowels

“ Though this letter was not allowed to
begin the words in .old and middle periods, now

the words which are first taught to the children,
are Lmsr, L.orgih

@, This letter; conjoining with the vowel
only commences a word @ma- This word never
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comes without' being preceded by the demonsgs-
trative vowels =, @, = and ' their long ones.

&ty LD, oT, [, @ never come as the initial letters
of words in the Tamil language. & is driven to
the back ground by & for the pronunciation of #
do not differ much from that of & which might

have been invented latter in the growth of thB_

language. eor per p & are difficult to pronounces
Even now, these are pronounced incorrectly DY
all. So the difficulty 1n pronounciation might
have prevented the primitive Tamils to ecoin
words, havidg ‘these letters as initials.

Medial Consonants
&, &, # v, These consonants are not followd by
other cousonants in the middle of the words

#. 1> These are followed DY the other conso-
nants only and they do not com® after single
short vowels or vowel-consonants. All the other
consonants are followed by themselves and other
consonants, L, o, are followed by & &, .

@mjl;ﬂth‘ E,&':"E, @Eﬁ‘ﬁﬁ;
S8, ey od Qe

SLLID @uir pLyy FTL

The . which is followed by & & - is not a
natural one forming part of the root. er or or
changes into - before a, &, v, o 18 followed by &, v
in single words @srara, et

o, or are followed by &, & in compound words

Qarawrs, @srvar
@auair T deat, B UsT aderT

=
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v is followed by s, &, », v, w

@ Usa B0 ! |
wos, Cuigs Qaisr, Rauliu, Qurien:s

r, i are followed by &, 3, 5, w, v
Crra;, Bwign, @nrar, @eru, @uranto

& " » ., . " . M
TLO&, QT &, aripst, amripr, @ipanis,

The nasals &, ¢, ar, 5, tb. & are followed by

th.elr related hard consonants @ s, uesew, e
LB, D, @,

anfiware followed by &, w1, i, in single
words; e.airs, B.WTLI, B GO LOGHT

and 3 i
by &, &, @, u, w, w, @, in compound words

(Bauavirasotl : :
| sab, QaenBaw g, @auadraymaor, Oauadriiey, (Qousvr
mf"ur u » ' [ Ll - - o
S, LIGRIUT Gana, Loovoral @, yaramr, yar@dsw, @ursreyrar

@uﬂ*ﬁr@u@mm, Qurerwenfl, @arwrp, @uirssraler
Tholkappiyar says,

@% & b G 6730 GYLD yairor] Gpﬂfrﬁwi‘
woosmesr Ml D m. Oo (L D MaTS

O - W - % s .
Lnoods T ear Lfﬁ'rrﬂﬂ@ﬁr QUaLAI.D @ﬁfﬁgﬂb

a The commentators cited eflghure Quragsurs
a.\ﬁmmn‘,@ @_5@1:#,@ rg?ﬁmir. m;eg,gﬂ as examples. These
re not even compound words. These are all

ﬂefntﬁlucea. The words, in which such combination
of sounds, took place went out of use

Nachinarkkiniyap : ‘
fﬂl—lﬂws:._ had Pﬁlﬂted oub this a8
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@) LD @i & @b
@uor S QLB
@ssTe ISP @) b SDT

Pavananthi, the au
followed Tholkappiyan
whether guch

G &Er }f}ﬂ Sl E-ETTQE'IJ

s ypsrass 9O
aar ) S Gu‘i)jj’m Hjmal

words were in use:

In Tamil, the occurrib _
ingle word 18 very

cnnsnnanta 1

rares 10D compoun
tions of w, 71 P with & & &Y and their nasals
B, @5 By O occur.
1. w QoI SEHLD QRarlBE LY
QanliFFe D @ sl eHF2 <BFUBSST
Qauils & 550 QL 5 SETLD
QautiL) oo Q@anlLoL] Do
9 # QaieBPL .g,:hﬁ:?mrr@
QaursHa» D g FGHFAD D
Qaur 5 3% @ 5l (b FETLD
Q@ auirLiL) ot G LDLICT
9. o pEGDL LT pEE T 2
off o8 LT LDGHF AT
airLp S ey QT LD BT
LI Pt LD Lo LpLoet 1
Final Consonants
The hard consonants &, &y G, L1y D never
ocour as the final sounds of the words in Tamil
The words which end 1D these consonants, have
at the end and it 18 called

the enunuiatiﬂn o
@D DU DETS

1 the middle of a 8
d words mostly th

which will be discussed later un
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the heading seconda
Thulkappiygr @5, M’Ti :_E:i?dj JAG-: Z]B ik
ﬂiﬂr:;dw?]igf;nal' Sﬂuflda- Ther’e WE:S n’ﬂt&g:a. E:ino?-
H ol Gw;ﬁndad 11:;{1 ‘w'. Only two words enrjgez
o i_é_ L{ﬁ:@ a%i @urmss only one word ended
ol ngsonan‘ta ‘ﬂugh N{fmnular (M.T.) included
e in Rha list of final consonants
g wgrdﬂ' %.Dmlttad them. So it is u[ea;
it thaw }Gh ended in 3, @5 had becom
T il hmlddla. Tamil period. Now therz
gy ‘{.F;*B denﬂs in #and . Tholkappiyar
i Al | @Zt' :ff;ml} ended in ‘@’ were four ?
e W might.’n a, @sa, He omitted to include
wisdt s _ut have been in use in his tim

sa have become obsolete, N

1] 53 LE
rpu” Letters or Secondary Sounds.

says that this |
) i Bhtﬂl‘ End
on: indibeingl exldtinds shortened @ and e have

FTT & Howra
) & aufiar VNG SosEUD QaQaar &
sreg Qael B s s o e}}aﬁfﬂﬁ“;

It take
s place
voreals Iph Euhbe""w“ﬂ a short letter and a surd with
sanskrib viaargﬂ-a:E the surds. It is different from
hﬂd not plﬂlﬂﬂd . E_i lEhtHr Df two dﬂhﬂ. Thﬂlk&ppiy&r
consonants; H : Ellthal: with the vowels or with the
(o o styles it in Poetics as ediaGaips
UHEDD'&ULJ Eﬂﬂﬁﬂ&ﬁﬂ
ﬂfjaga?@ﬁj& T et awn LT
5 5w e _
i QuEsD Garsmwura. (dsrs GFu @ A4)

T

1, @aszras@erafl mrar Qupr Nl 0
mmrr_;jgi?(@,m@_
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fr. P. 8.8, Sastri says thatitis to be concidered a8 &
medial consonant for it is pronounced as & medial
consonant (@ »uer@on) With mouth half opened. *

Dr. Caldwell says that Tamil professes a letter
half vowel, half consonant corresponding 1o 8Om8
respects to the Sanskrit viearga and salled aytham. }u
is pronounced like % guttural “K" bat is only found in
the posts and generally considered & pedantical inven-
tion of the grammarians. Nannular says that 16 haal
half matrai when pronounced fully and guarter matral
when pronounced halfly. Bo Dr. Caldwell is right in
considering it as half vowel.

When » and or come after a short letter and
before = they are changed into this aytham.

a5+ 5 5= &0 0 &
@psr 4 S5 (Lpoete &

Shortened i (@5 weissn) This is one of the
peonliar letters of the Tamil language. It has Do sepa-
rate character. If a word which endsin @sdugiss
ig followed by a word - whieh commences with & cono-
nant. the tongue finds a little difficult to pronounce
both words enphonically. If we pornounee them hastily,
. becomes @ i. 6. mr@+wr@=sr@urs. Tamil gram-
arians noticed it and called - it a separate sound,
This © appears in tha syllable (fur when it is pronoun-
ced in such words as @szwidur and @zsmiBur. 'This
appearanee of the @ when w comes after gppoass is
noticed by Pavananthi, &gaj+ wre =sslurs

1. Q@re eripss (50 a0 LSS 48,

15
Shortened ‘U’ @3 duw.gsrb

This sound also is pecaliar to the Tamil langnage.
Though it is recognised as different from ordinary ‘u’
it has no separate character. It misled some gramma-
riang to think that the ordinary ‘a’ is in the shortened
form Tholkappiyar did not think so and he had allotted
one chapter to deal about it, If the words end in & +.
@.4.4.2. the ‘u’ of these letters s pronounced, allow-
ing the time of half & matrai exceptin the words which
are made up two letters including this «u’ the first -

- letter being short. The *u’ of ¥,@5. e.s and @i

i8 pronounced a8 shorthand ‘u’, But it is not recognised
by the grammarians,

The word which ends in this ‘u’ is named after
the letter preceding it as

1. amGmert v ®, @ being preccded by the hard
' consonant.

2, Quar@mir:usz. & being preceded by nazal
8. @ glsmitoriy, y being preceded by medial.

4, eudr 50 sr i &, = being preceded by vowel

cn
-

2550 5T i 6T, &5 being preceded by aytham

6. @mepdmr: sr®. @ being preceded by long

letter
Tholkappiyar says:

i . = . ¥ i .
‘S pgor Quint@pasoms LeTenSwur@ s’

[ ATy . - -
'G2 0 LsTApL B 5D mar EoT AL
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Some scholars infer from this that G T

had a dot like a consenat ie, ﬁg'B Some scholars
infer that if a word, the initial letter being a
vowel, succeeds this s waisnbd the ‘u’ disappears
giving place to the succeeding vowel. g3+ @a%=
g, Pavanathi (M. T.) expressed it clearly as
e litaufiar og@mar Quibd G apis. (If a vowel sucs
ceeds, the shortened ‘u’ runs away from the
consonant). In the old Tamil, the ‘u’ of msems
also was considered as shortened ‘u’

Dr. Caldwell calls the final shortened ‘u’ as
enunciative ‘u’ and says that in consequence
~ of its being impossible for Tamilian organs of
speech to pronounce those letters (hard consonants)
without the help of a succeeding vawel. the hard
consonant shall be followed by ‘a’. So it is to
be inferred that in Primitive Tamil there were
words wich ended in hard consonants and in
course of time, this shorténed: ‘u’ was added to
them for the sake of euphonic purpose. If it
is so, it is a marked change in the growth of
Tamil. Teludu did not stay there. It allowed
every word without cxception to” end in a vowel,

Devaneyappavanar in his o u9uerlior 8l zre
8ays that in primitive Tamil all words ended
in vowel, and in course of time, Tamil discarded
the ‘u’ in medial and nazal consonants allowing
the hard consonants to have it.. Acecording to
Vidvan Venkatarajulu Reddiar. in primitive Tamil
there were words which ended in hard consos
nants and the *‘u' was added later. It seems

probable for even now the Tamilian  tendency
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ta not for discarding.:;he existing *u’ but for
addiing ‘u’ to final consonants i.e. mrar>sreu.

In the middle Tamil, the lengthening of
vowels and consonants and the shortening of

O

s, @ar, v, o and vowel consonants are added to
the list of secondary sounds. But these are
not considered as separate sounds as those above

mentioned. These may be considered as variations
of the sounds. 1‘

4. LENGTHENING OF VOWELS.

The quanitity of long vowels is two matrai.
Tamil has no letter which has three matrais,
If there is a need of a letter of three matrai or
more In poems. we have to add the concering
short vowels to the long vowels as & & gaaer
Here we get the lengthening sound of three
matral 2z representing two matrai and - repre
senting one matrai, The later grammarians
thought that the sound of the long vowel itself
could be lengthened ' to the quantity of three
matral or more and its having of three matrai
or more will be marked by adding short vowels

as the case may be each to represent one matrai

as a symbol i.e. 9 (241) g9 (2+2) This is due
to the influence of Sanskrit plutham.

Lengthening of ¢consonantal sounds:-A con-
sonant is allowed the quantity of half matrai
when not followed by the vowel.

~In songs, if a syllable is deficient of the re-
quired sound all the gongonants except 7 1 will
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have one matraieach .a'f-t-arﬂ_ﬁ.a,_ single short letter
or double short letters and it will be denoted DY
doubling the consonants @msah, HrEEE, This 18

called Orralapadail 6.0 o Qresemtr].

Short @ and @t During the time of Thol-
kappiyar, g and ser 10 such words as : @war,
Gssrawas had one matrai if they were pronounced

ag g0 and . (a7 & @our @5T. @ 56)
It is said in Virasoliyam and Neminatham

that these will have 1% matrai. So it isto be
inferred that these letters were provounced as

if they had 13 matrai at their time in such
words as @w_war and @saremal. But in' the time

of Pavananthi and Vaithianatha Navalar, these
words must have been pronounced allowing one
matral to @ and RN (@E&rﬁﬁrm @& S ® @@aﬂ.ﬁ:@@;&ﬁ&
(er orip 44) g in three places of a word and ger
in one place only in the beginning only.

i e, muua, s, (@mler, Lsrae,

Short. @: Among the consonants the quantity
of » only is shortened to 1 matrai. At the time
of Tholkappiyar, it was shortened after @ only.
(srsrepmpareni waryd @G@@a). During the middle
Tamil period, 1t was shortened after «r also

(5wt Gt (LT R LD&T 7LD OBBE. /660 STY)

Short &; The aythum, which forms part of
word eré is not shortened. But the sythum,
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born out of combination of sounds & + 5 18
<hortened according to _-_?avaﬂant‘hi &, o & B Hlavi
Qeor Dyl HLD D/so(&!D) &+ B &5 5 H, (par + 2 & (pooie Es

s |NTERCHANGE OF CONSONANTS

s, K. Dr. Caldwell says that K" when used
as sonant—that is as “g"—changes into ‘v’ (com-
parative grammar page 161), But I think that <k’
in the middle of a word is pronounced as‘h’

not as ‘g’ s B Ahattum, (vssr) Mahan. Then
it changes iuto ‘v’ s G > Y Pib, LoszT > LoaIT

Then it is left out g B > Z-BLo,

u@fm Pahuthi > i B
& K in some places becomes & sTus® > FT LTS
&l s0-0 S0y
8 changos into & Grraer Qarerar (Canarese)
ear N, Changes 1nto ; Quiard > QL.
| st > et B
mﬁ_-‘é,ﬁﬂr&f‘p ST EBT

& th changes into &:
gl I, :ﬁt}‘érﬁrsﬁr}aﬂg_

":FFJTEHT
% ., changes into 7z ~&as > fan
sg N changes into ﬁg;rr: nps > 2] GH

GTeaTL] > GTETLD
Lr® > anr® (Canarese)
Rt > B (Canarese).

w B changes into
» Changes 1nto ap:

», changes 1nto su:

1 zh changes into ert wapth. > LialeT e phE >

2516 5. |
LIt LD B pwi& D LSS,
@,ﬂ.ﬂ’ > @,ﬂﬁﬁl

» R changes into &
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These changes helped the geparation of dia-
lects into new languages.

6. REJECTION OF RADICAL CONSONANTS

Some words reject their radical consonants
and seem to be new words.

o mm becomes Al Telugu
6T DL 1 o7 2DU(Lp ”
LD(1F b " Lo /b Fi g

Aphaeresls: Some sounds disappear from
the beginning of a word.

The word @~ (Iladhu) becomes Gwgw

sroar (Thamarai) is written as s (Marai)
gsrun (Ahayam) is written as srww

wré%s becomes Zdw

wréens DECOMES DG

Syncope: Theloss of a phoneme in the mid-
dle of a word is of general occurence,

@ur&b@}@urﬁ
P55 > 25

Apocope: The disappearence of final sound i8
found in some words Aab>be

Eun'bgﬁl’ru }au%ﬁ]

Appearence ot sounds or additions: Sounds
are added uuder certain conditions. The process
is called prosthesis at the beginning of a word,
“epenthesis in its body and paragege at its end.
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Prosthesis: The words to which initial letters
are added, are not native words. There are some
letters which are not used as initials of the Tamil
words. If such letters are at the beginning of
the foreign words, some voweis are added to thems

arwzr becomes @orwst

> . o
Lﬁ EIJJF'L-'L& §a &'?afrum

Epenthesis Some sounds are added in the

middle_ of Wprds unconsciously to make the pro-
nounclation easy.

G sramon > Barirma
B 60> DT o0
Wi &) > T U 1

&T B STevt > & & FIr et

| Fm'agoge e. is generally added to &, o, e,
G5, /B, LD, @Uav >, m*gg:,.,:r@, Hﬁr}qsﬁ@ﬁ &ﬁ@}}mﬁ@
Burme > Qurgs sn 0 sass D saal, Bk S 2hLp.

| Mstathesis This is displacement of sounds
in a word. Dr. Caldwell calls this as euphonic
displacement of sounds: #80, @srew, and @Gar

become &dld, HpB and mmH™s 1espectively.
7. VOWEL GARADTION

This is a chief phenomenon of the Indo-
European languages, Tamil also possesses it. The
vowels of the roots are changed to form nouns
to receive case signs and the tense signs.

Short vowels are lenthened to form nouns.
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A i rear —aB®
&@: Sl -—-—@@
Gas®.. @ELLL.rsir-—Gﬁ@
1Near — 1Beor
Long Vowels are shortened

i. to form past tense

Root Present past Tgnae

& 1T &3t & T 5% &5l aur (17 601 &G LT GOT

&I &I v (psor C& s sresr
(here 2 i8

¢henged into ¢7)
11, to form all the tenses

ar — so@Gpar  HHQser

Qr — aTHES P&

(In the present tense a5 appears as additional gound)
iii. to form oplique cases:
Third personal pronouns

SreT — et
BID  — FLOGHLD

8econd personal pronounss
R - = o

First personal pronouns
D =  [BLOGHLD

Wires = sm?r?ar'_. (Here .9 is changed into

WD = snhmm} 6T).

8. CHANGE OF SOUNDS IN LOAN WORDS:

Borrowing out of necessity is not detestable

in languages and such borrowing of words 1
going on unconsciously. When words are borrowe
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from a foreign language. the borrowed foreign
words are modified according to the phonetic laws
of the language into which they are taken. It
18 quite confrary to the nature to expect the
people of one language to pronounce correctly
another foreign languages The letters vary from
language to language; each langusge possess
some peculiar sounds of its own, though most of
the sounds are the same in all languages. For
instances / is not found in English and z f are
not found in Tamil, 8o it is not to be considered
as the defect of the language, if a language is

not in possessions of some letters to represent
the sounds which are not found in it.

When we come in contact with a foreign-
language which has some peculiar sounds of it’s
own and if we begin to-invent new letters to re-
present the new foreign sounds, there will be
no end to such inventions and the number of lets
ters will be increasing day after day. So we have
to be satisfied with what we have. Hence arises

the modification of sounds of the foreign
language.

~ Contrary to this principle, if we begin to
invent new letters they will remain a pedantie
invention, unused by the people. For instance
the English sound ¢ f ’ js new to the Tamil langu-
age. L'he University of Madras invented a new
letter to represent that sound. But, that letter

remains unnoticed ynd ynused even by the poets
and scholars.
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tfiddle is pronounced as piddle (Dig.») and
funnel as punal (1ers). It is noft the charact-
aristic of the Tamils only, but of people all over
the world. The English people never try to pros
aounce sp as 1t is. They pronounce Tamil for
the sound . i8 not in their language. They are
neither ashamed of pronouncing 80 nor trying to
invent a new letter to represent thab sound.

Gur ancient Tamils were not exempted from
thise Bo, when they came across the Sanskrit
language, which was the firss foreign language
the Tamils met with, they pronounced the sans-
krit sounds in accordance with the Tamil phone-
tics. Tholkappiyar framed the rule that Sa:nskrin
words were to be pronounced and written 1n
Tamil letters, discarding the sangkrit sonnds and
in so doing it did not matter if the words became
deformed (1)

Pavananthi, the grammarian of middle period,
framed the rules in & detailed manner. According
to him Sri. becomes ‘Tiru’, the second, third and
fourth letters of each varga becomse the first letter
of the respective vargas. = (J) in the middle of a
word become w (y); @ in the beginning of a word
is changed into # and In the middle of a word
changed into # and in the middle of a word changed

into ¢ and ;=2 is changed as & at the beginning -

—m———

1. aGurfs@era ﬂh@ﬂ@ﬁ@fﬁrif? )
sTLp SR STEH LT B S @ Tevsur (@GoSLs
Gon B Gar ol QLD @ smuwr & @Geor QU ITIITT
My interpretation of this sutram 18 different
from that of old commentators.
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in the middle; ¥ is changed into & at the be~
ginning and #and # in the middle; a» is changed
into - at the begiuning and inté & in the middle
and #p into é& or . & g and & at the endof
words are changed into g and @ respectively.

The ‘la’ and ‘ra’ series and ‘ya’ do not occur
as the initial letter of the Tamii words. If sans-
krit words which have these letters as initials
are borrowed, - @ e are added to the words which
begin with 7 series, @ =. to the words which begin

with « series, and © to the words which begin
with ‘o’

In Tamil langunage the hard consonahnts are
not followed by the medial consonants and by
the said consonants other than themselves. So sw
(vathyam) éu (vakyam) 4r (Vakram) and éw

(f;uklam) of Sanskrit words are transformed into
620, 5@r and &8, | |

80 Vathyam, Vakram and cuklam becomes vathy-
am. Vakkira and cukkilam respectively. Bakthi
is changed into Pathi and Sakthi into Satthi. 1f e
follows the hard consonant preceding ‘K’ 18
doubled and ‘’ is added to the hard consonant.
So Pakvam is changed into Pakkum. If w«follows
ha_.rd consonant ‘2’ ig added to the hard cosonant
without doubling. 8o wgwb becomes wgion

In some words the initial consonants are
dropped as the Tamilian phonetic law does not
H:“G'h‘i{ double consonants at the beginning. So
wgeun and ewsrertd are Chﬂﬂgﬂd into gavte and ,Eﬂ'ﬁﬂ.ﬁ_

There are some gome words which are com=
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pletely transformed and such transformations lead
one to think that they hawve no relation with one

another,

wpmitGon is changed fnto qpupssh, fapgml nto
alfan ().

The English sounds f’ ‘@’ ‘z' unknown to t}}a
Indian languages are changed into 2, &4 in Tamil.

To pronounce b, d, f, g, j correctly in Tamil
also some writers of Tamil Journals invented new
letters. But they have not succeeded in their
attempt for the science of language 1is againgt
them.

9. CHANGE OF SOUNDS IN SENTENCE.

1t seems that Tamil grammarians took most
care to make their language very polished. They
wanted to see a sentence asa necklace of orderly
strong pearls and as a chain of rings joined to-
gether in ignoble captivity. 8o they did not
allow to separate the words from one another in
‘3 sentence. This method of writing is condemned
by some scholars of modern itime on the plea
that it serves as stumbling block in 'learning
the language and veading the literatures. Bo
this mode of changing one sound into another 18
not now generally observed. This feature in the
Tamil language was fully developed even at the
time of Tholkappiyvar, who laid rules
chapters ' to conjoin words in a seantence.

i. Change of vowels.

in 81X,

The vowels never
¢hange as the consonants do. If after a word
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‘ending in a vowel another follows beginning with
a vowel, there is added either w or ‘& or ar bet-
ween the final vowel of the standing word and
initial vowel of the coming word. Tholkappiyay
simply said that between the final vowel of
the standing word and the initial vowel of the
coming  word conjoining gonsenants were not
omitted (i) He did not mention what were the
conjoining consonants. It ig evident from his state.
ment that in his time the rule was not enforced
and the place of such consonants were not disig-
natedﬁ. But the vowels in Tamil are rarely
combined or changed as in Sanskrit except in
cases of componnds which have been borrowed
directly from sanskrit. The final vowels except ‘u*
are not elided when followed by vowels.

But as hiatus is dreaded by the speech organs
of Tamilians the awkwardness of eoncurrent
vowels is avoided by the interposition of V ()
or (<) y or (ar) n between the final vowel of standing
word and the intial vowe] of coming word. In
gradual growth of the language, the use of V (a)
10 one conjunction of vowels and that of y (o) in
another, are marked by gremmarians. It ig
doubtless the result of the progressive refinement
of the language,a is tobe used after the vowels '
A B o, oot o1, 7 Q. @ and qar, v to be used after
2. 5. a.and g2. Thus Y+ 9@ is” written and pro-
nounced as L@, &ofl -+ @i% becomes Refda%, |
& also is used instead of <V’ in a considerable®

i

€L g S S - 10N S
1, elfavaum mmﬂ-;ﬁ'ﬁ@:ﬂ &.ﬁn"ﬁl;@fﬂ mj;{‘quﬂw

a : Ny . g - .
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ntithber of instances especially in the pronominal

termination of verbs.

Dsd@en o+ 9 = DréReir par
@uirmsit + 3 = Quirger e

Tamil grammarians :
g if it comes aftep

efore a harg Conscnant.

de not recognise this as conjoining consonant 6 .
. .‘yﬂ} + ,@%Hr == O
&/o6 1) ot

s bu@@iedr); but they named it as #rflaw expletive

i, Change of consonants:

wr and or: These consonants change into .

before hard consonants
1. wosmr + @b = @ LD
&¢ Changes into — after #r and o and
o after » and e
2, Loz + B& = wanesm
war 4 Fa = plog
@Qurer + Ba = Gurersdm

#: Changes into ar, @, after &, or and

ar er and » after & and er
8, Qurer <+ wmaray = Qurerarsr.m

LosT 4  mewTgy =  LOGRIENTET .M
@srev 4 pwporw = Qererararp
SoIT +  BET@ = &GN D

w; Changes into & before s, ¢5 before =, s

before & |
4, oarn + 05 = GENS
SLb + Qowed = HE50FwN n—...____‘k
6TLD + G = GTB S




